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Passing the Torch 
Legal Methods Program ceremony 
is dedicated to Kenyatta 
0 
ne of UB Law School's 
newest and most moving 
traditions turned another 
page on April I, with the 
fifth annual Legal Meth-
ods Program candelight ceremony and 
dinner. 
Held at the Center for Tomor-
row, the ceremony celebrated the 
"passing of the legacy" from graduat-
ing third-year students to continuing 
students in the Legal Methods Pro-
gram. The program is designed to 
provide academic support to Law 
School students from disadvantaged 
economic and social backgrounds. 
The ceremony was dedicated this 
year to the late Professor Muhammad 
Kenyatta, whose guidance and leader-
ship were cited as an inspiration to all 
people of colo r, and indeed to all stu-
dents . 
The program began with an ex-
cerpt from the poem "Who Is Singing 
This Song," read by first-year student 
James Lynch. 
Professor Charles Carr then took 
the dais, and issued a challenge to the 
graduating students. Citing the recent 
U.S. Supreme Court case in De Kalb 
County, Ga.- in which the Court 
ruled that the school distric t has no le-
gal obligation to redress de facto seg-
regation that has resulted from chang-
es in housing patterns - Carr said 
worki ng for justice in today' s world 
will require "new thinking" by law-
yers. 
··we·re going to have to start 
thinking of some strategies that are 













" [think we all have an individu-
al self- interest in establishing a justice 
system, and an educational system, 
that's equal. And I think the challenge 
for you who are leaving here is to re-
member that there ' s still work to do." 
The keynote speaker, Buffalo 
City Court Judge Hugh Scott, noted 
that lawyers are perceived as enjoying 
special access to the means of redress-
ing inequality. "No matter what you 
do with the law degree that you' ve re-
ceived, there wi ll always be some sus-
picion in the community that you 
have some special knowledge about 
manipulating the system," he said. 
"Your generation of lawyers is 
going to inherit problems that are Hon. Hugh Scott '74 
rooted in bigotry and rac-
ism that predates slavery." 
Scott spoke of the 
"typical defendant" he sees 
in his Buffalo courtroom 
-"a 16-year-old black 
male who has dropped out 
of school, living with a 
single parent, with a low 
self-image." 
"Our children are 
dropping out of school into 
the prisons of America," 
he said . "There's an unfor-
tunate generation out there 
that has suffered through 
this cycle of poverty to the 
extent that it seems hope-
less. 
is right. 
"We want each of you to keep 
Brother Kenyatta's li ght shining for 
the next generation, by focusing on 
the positive." 
Three organizations - the 
Asian-American Law Students Asso-
ciation, the Black Law Students Asso-
ciation and the Latin- American Law 
Students Association - presented 
service awards to their members. 
BLSA also conferred a ceremonial 
sash on each of its members who are 
graduating. 
The combined groups also gave 
a special award to Dean David B. Fil-
varoff, thanking him for his tireless 
support of the Legal Methods Pro-
gram during his deanship. 
Filvaroff called the ges-
ture "one of the nicest 
things that has happened 
to me since I came to 
Buffalo and joined this 
law school. 00 0 What 
you've done here tonight 
is just about the nicest re-
ward that I can get." 
"Well , it' s not hope-
less." 
Left to right: Danei/1 Gunn '92, Pamela Mosely '92 and 
Carmen Snell '92. 
In the candle li ght-
ing ceremony, graduating 
third-year students held 
tall white candles and, 
one by o ne, called on a 
continu ing student to re-
ceive his " legacy" as the 
flame is passed on. Music 
by the Baroque Ensemble 
of the Buffalo Academy 
for the Visual and Per-
He challenged the 
graduating students to become active-
ly involved with at-risk young people. 
To counteract the seductions of the 
flashy drug dealer driving an $80,000 
car and wearing a pound of gold, ·'We 
need to show these young people that 
there is a more fulfilling li fe." Scott 
said. 
"Each of you wi ll serve as role 
models to these young people. 000 We 
all have confidence in your abilities. 
but we also have confidence in your 
abi li ty to forge paths of opportunity 
for others." 
Scott challenged each graduating 
student to "reach out to one person" 
through avenues as diverse as mentor-
ing programs, academic enrichment 
programs in schools, and neighbor-
hood sports . 
''Think about Muhammad Ken-
yatta.·· he said. ''He didn ' t have ·men-
tor' tattoed across his forehead. but 
certain ly we looked to him to do what 
form ing Arts lent a c lass i-
cal air to the ceremony. 
In his c losing remarks, Dean Fil-
varoff again cited the la te Professor 
Kenyatta, calling hi m •·an exemplar to 
all of us within the Law School and in 
the communi ty." 
He closed the evening with a list 
of Kenyatta 's ideals, a final challenge 
to a new generation of lawyers: 
·'Equal ity. freedom , justice. rightous-
ness and truth ." • 
